
INTRODUCTION 

Roberto Palea - former President and actual member of the board of THE 

CENTER FOR STUDIES ON FEDERALISM 

Good morning everybody, dear Silvana, dear Mr Rector, prof. Ajani, dear 

friends, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Thank you for your invitation to this important Congress on behalf of the 

Center for Studies on Federalism. 

Our Center is a Foundation established by the Compagnia di San Paolo (a 

leading private financial institution), and the Universities of TURIN, PAVIA 

and MILAN. 

The activities of the C.S.F. are focused on interdisciplinary research on 

internal and supranational federalism and on the issues related to the 

world order and problems which need a global approach and a global 

governance, such as the environmental deterioration. 

The topics you will be dealing with are extremely complex. 

This morning when I  was walking to the Campus  and I was enjoying the 

walk I couldn’t but remember that our beautiful City of Turin is one of the 

European cities with the highest level of air pollution. 

This local problem is visibly linked with the global warming, due to our 

use of fossil fuels for energy production. 

As a matter of fact local aspects of environmental degradation are often 

closely connected with global phenomena that should be governed 

globally. And this is just an example of the complexity I have mentioned. 

That is why we believe in the slogan think global, act glocal , which 

means thinking globally to act together at a local and global level. 

Our Centre is also convinced that the crucial problem  we must solve 

urgently is that of the energy, which requires to leave behind, as quickly 



as possible, the era of fossil fuels and rapidly transit to an energy 

paradigm based on energy saving, the rational use of energy and the use 

of renewable sources (in particular solar and wind) for the production of 

energy. 

In order to speed up this process, we have been proposing, for some 

years now, that a carbon tax on CO2 emissions into the atmosphere be 

introduced in the Eurozone, whose structure, application methods, 

effects and benefits we have studied in depth. As a policy oriented Think 

tank we are convinced that French President Macron and Angela Merkel 

are aware of the problem. 

Thanks to such a carbon tax,  the Eurozone would definitely and clearly 

make alternative energies more convenient than fossil energies. In 

addition the Eurozone would be a model for the entire world, and it 

would find, at the same time, the financial resources that are essential for 

European countries to face, together, the financing of the fundamental 

European public assets that our continent absolutely needs. 

Tomorrow we will be able to provide you with more details (during the 

coherent  Section of the Congress) and I hope that these topics will be 

taken into account in our further discussions. 

With this hope, I thank you once again and I wish you all a profitable 

work. 

ROBERTO PALEA- former President and actual member of the board of 

THE CENTER FOR STUDIES ON FEDERALISM-Turin 

  

  

 

 


